and on its eastern bank. He reports that there were two springs. One was tused for the immersing of children, and was known as the " Dipping Well ". The other, the " Drinking Well ", wvas said to be medicinally potent, and was sold in glasses by an attendant to visitors, amongst whom were many children of the richer classes. The water was probably mildly chalvbeate.
The Serpentine was not, in those days, the spacious and ornamental lake we now know.
We gather, from a learned communication on lVest Lonzdonz Rivers by the late Dr.
Clippingdale,' that at the beginning of last century this part of Hyde Park was occupied by a series of ponds of dirty and stagnant water, supplied by a river known as the " Westbourne ", which arose in the high ground of Hampstead and, after being joined by the "Cool BouLrne " (Kilburn) and a tributary callcd the "Tybturn Stream " entered Hyde Park. On emerging from the south side of the Park, the " Westbourne " passes tinder Knightsbridge and finally enters the Thames near Chelsea Hospital. But, up to the early part of last centurv, the " Westbourne " had not, during its passage through Hvde Park, been banked into the ornamental lake we know to-day as the Serpentine. The river wandered about in a series of ponds. It cost Parliament £28,000 to alter this. Later on, in 1834, the rapidly increasing suburb of Bayswater discharged so much sewage into the Serpentine, that it was disconnected from its parent stream, the " Westbourne ", Nvhich was then converted into a drain.
The Serpentine is, at the present time, supplied with water from three sources, (1) suLrface water, (2) from the round pond, and (3) RICHARD NIEAD is so well known that I need say little concerning his life. Like many a man of light and learning he was a son of the manse. He first studied classics and' philosophy at Utrecht, but four vears later, in 1692, he went to Leyden for a medical training.. Here the famous Boerhaave was a fellow student, with whom he kept up friencdship all his life. He subsequently graduated at Padua. In 1702 Richard Mead's book on the action of poisons attracted so much attention that he was elected Fellow of the Roval Society the following year, in which year he also became Physician to St. Thomas's Hospital. For some unknown reason he did not apply for admission to the Royal College of Phvsicians till 1708, becoming a Fellow in 1716. He held most of the important offices in the College but declined the Presidency. He had a practice that was both fashionable and lucrative, and during the height of his fame resided in a fine mansion in Great Ormond Street which afterwards became the Hospital for Sick Children. Here he entertained lavishly. He was a great collector of statues, coins, gems, prints, drawings and rare books. I have here the catalogue of the sale of his collection which was verv kindlv given me by Dr. Parkes Weber. It runs to 246 pages, and the sale lasted for weeks. However, so moderate were the prices then prevailing that the whole collection of really valuable things only realized something over £16,000. Like Radcliffe he made a magni-
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ficent use of his fortune in the encouragement of art and science and in charity. It is not surprising, therefore, that he did not leave a large fortune, having spent so much on his own enjovment and that of others. Samuel Johnson said of him that no man of his time enjoyed more of the broad sunshine of life. It was he who persuaded Guy to use his wealth to found the hospital to which for more than a century Mead's own hospital was a close neighbour.
Hle delivered the Harveian Oration in 1723 under the Presidency of Sir Hans Sloane, this being the thirtieth occasion on which it was delivered. I have here a finely printed copy of the Oration, which is in Latin-as indeed they always were until 1864. It should be remembered that although this Oration is now generally devoted to a laudation of some aspect of Harvey's work, it was not originally intended for such a purpose, for Harvey himself established it in his lifetime for the commemoration of benefactors, to be accompanied by an exhortation " to search and study out the secrets of Nature by way of experiment and also for the honour of the profession to continue in mutual love and affection". Mead's oration was brief and consisted of a simple recapitulation of salient points in the history of Greek and Roman medicine, with a passing reference to the mediaval schools of medicine, and then mention is made of various benefactors. It would be considered inadequate as an Oration to-day and contrasts in this respect with Walter Charleton's oration of 1680, which Sir Thomas Browne considered good but too long-it was about 7,700 words; and although indeed he would not be considered a concise writer himself, he wrote an oration in about 2,500 words to show his son, Dr. Edward Browne, how it should be done. Unfortunately for his paternal pride, Dr. Edward Browne was never invited to give the Harveian Oration, and Sir Thomas died before his son reached the still greater distinction of the Presidential Chair. It is therefore not mainlv on account of the Oration itself that I am showing this book. It is because of the interesting Dissertation which is attached to it-for this deals with certain coins, not merely medals, struLck at Smyrna, which he claimed were in honour of physicians. This interpretation evidently became a matter of controversy, and with the aid of Dr. Parkes Weber's encyclopedic knowledge I have come to the conclusion that although the figures of Apollo, £sculapius and Hvgeia repeatedly appear on the coins, they were more probably struck during the term of office of certain magistrates and high priests. It may be noted that the names of the physicians to whom Mead attributes them do not appear on the coins, and it is unlikely that the status of physicians was such that actual coins used as currencv would be struck in their honour. At any rate such coins are not described in Barclav Head's monumental work.
This particular copy of the Oration is of special interest as it belonged to Thomas Hollis, F.R.S. and F.S.A. of Lincoln's Inn who was well known as an ardent republican, so much so that he could not abstain from endorsing the fly-sheet with a reference to the Revolution of 1688 which he stated restored liberty to the Constitution, while on the title page he has wvritten a caustic quotation from John Milton in which he grades politicians below libertines. At the end of Mlead's dissertation Hollis gives references which I. take are to some literature on the controversy concerning the attribution of these coins to physicians. The copy has a fuLrther personal initerest as it is lent me by a descendant of \Villiam Harvev.
